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'SUBJECT: Resumption of Alr Operstions for Pwpagmda
Purpom in the Bslkans

1. As part of the paychological wvarfare operaticns under the
Albsnian Project BGFIEND, CIA has bsen oonducting a4 program of
propagenda leaflet and mmp.ly drops gver Albania with amsuent
results according to reports from within that eountry. The
oparationa are carried out by ceovert airoraft and hitherto 1ved
both the distribution of propaganda leaflets and certain miclea,

food, in the name of the National Coumittee for Free
Albanis. Contiruing reports from inside, the success of these
eperations 15 alsc made evident by the verbal attack made by the
Prime Minister, Enver Hoxha, at the recent Congress of the Aldanian
Communist FParty, vhere he spoke of Albanlan war oriminals apd reac-
tionaries who were using the facilities placed at their diapeul by
Anglo-American lmperialists” to drop "rotten leafleta” and ;
food.® Although the reference to poisoned food was xmdoub&odly
intended to diacourage Albanians from picking up such supplies as
wvers distributed by us in the name of the Albani:m Rational Committee,
the timing ef these accusations, coinciding as it does with the
Soviet gponsored germ warfare campalgn, led to the belief that it
would be desirable to suspend propagenda air drops for two or three
veeks in order to reasgsess the gituation and determine whether such
operations play in any way into the bands of the Commniat propaganda
experts. The declsion to suspend operations was circulated erslly.

2, Fore than two weeks have elapsed from the imposition ¢ the
taporary ban on propeganda air operatiens. Siuce the operatlional
plans for the Albanian project, vhigh is closely linked with an
analogous British projeat, require propaganda leaflet drops at the
end of the ewrrent amonth and at intervals of & to 8 weeks through
the rest of the year, it is essentlal to furnish the fiecld imme-
dlately with irstruotions as to whether the drep progrem is to be
resuned and executed as originally planned. It is now felt that
although tho wisdom of drepplng food at this time is still uncertain,
the continuation of prepaganda leaflet drops and drops of hard
supplies such as neadles will not provide the Communiate with any
tangible material which can be loglcally used agalnst us in the
bagterial werfare propeganda campaign. 4ny deoision on our part
to postpone further air eperations would be merely ylelding to
their efforts to force us to discontinue an activity which they
fear and which is very distasteful to them. It is therefore
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ftoposed to resume propagunds leaflet and mn-eéitsle supply drops .
inmmnwinmrdmvﬁhawm Your conoure

rence 19 regquasted.

3, It is expeotad that vievs on the desirability of resuaing
ﬁx;:{mm ply drops of food vill become elarified within the

two ar t voeks and will be communicated to you with
recoumendations in the near future. One point 1s clear, namely,
that by raising thaqmumerpeimdfudntththtaf

the bacterial warfare gands campaign, the Albunian Communiste

ware succesalul in arres a clandegtine operation which they
wvere very saxious to at-ep.
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